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Resolution 26-01

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ELECTED OFFICIAL TESTIMONY DURING PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OUTSIDE OF TIME-LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT
Sponsored By:  
Councilwoman Sally Jensen 

Proposed: 

February 12, 2026
Results:   


Resolution 26-01


A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ELECTED OFFICIAL TESTIMONY DURING PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE TOWN BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS OUTSIDE OF TIME-LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT
WHEREAS, the Town of Elsmere has established boards, commissions and committees which conduct duly noticed public meetings and public hearings; and
WHEREAS, the agendas for such meetings commonly include a general public comment portion that is time-limited (typically three (3) minutes per speaker) to ensure orderly meetings; and
WHEREAS, from time to time, members of Town Council and other elected officials may possess relevant information, institutional knowledge, or legislative intent that may assist board, commissions or committees in conducting public hearings and developing a complete record; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council finds it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize elected officials to provide testimony or comment during public hearings in a manner distinct from general public comment and not subject to the standard public comment time limitation.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF ELSMERE AS FOLLOWS:
1. Authorization to Provide Testimony. Members of Town Council and other elected officials of the Town are authorized to provide testimony, comment, and/or information during public hearings conducted by Town boards, committees and commissions when recognized by the presiding officer or chairperson.

2. Testimony Separate from Public Comment. Elected official testimony provided pursuant to this Resolution shall be received during the public hearing portion of the agenda and shall be considered separate from the general public comment period.

3. Exemption from Public Comment Time Limit. Elected officials providing testimony or comment under this Resolution shall not be subject to the standard three (3) minute time limitation applicable to general public comment.

4. Reasonable Limits to Maintain Order. The presiding officer or chairperson may impose reasonable limits on the duration of elected official testimony to ensure orderly proceedings, including limits to avoid repetition, maintain decorum, and allow fair opportunity for public participation.
5. No Direction or Vote by Town Council. Testimony or comments provided under this Resolution shall not constitute an official action, directive, or vote of the Mayor and Council unless separately adopted by the Mayor and Council at a duly noticed Town Council meeting by majority vote.

6. Ethics / Conflicts. Nothing in this Resolution shall be interpreted to override applicable ethics rules, conflict of interest requirements, or recusal obligations.

7. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.
RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF ELSMERE ON THIS 12th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2026.

Joann I. Personti




Jane McDaniel
Mayor






Secretary 
Synopsis
Resolution 26-01
This resolution authorizes Town Council members (and other elected officials) to speak during public hearings held by boards, commissions, and committees outside of the general public comment portion of the agenda. It clarifies that when elected officials provide testimony during the hearing, they are not subject to the standard 3-minute public comment limit, though the presiding officer or chairperson may impose reasonable limits to maintain order. The resolution also states that such testimony or comment does not represent an official action or directive of Town Council and does not override any ethics or conflict-of-interest requirements.
Fiscal Impact
At this time, there is no fiscal impact. 
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